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Various parties filed Comments, recommending that the Commission modify the
technical requirements proposed by the North American Numbering Council (NANC)
with respect to the thousand-block pooling administrator. In reviewing these proposals,
SBC Communications Inc. (SBC) urges the Commission to not lose sight of its
underlying objective, the expeditious implementation of national number pooling. Some
of the proposals,’ because of their breadth and detail, could conceivably delay this
process. If the technical standards were to be modified to include all of these additional
items, the time required for the drafting of a Request for Proposal, and the time for
response, would be even lengthier than that currently envisioned.” The NANC technical
standards, for the most part, address those provisions which must be included in the RFP.
Subsequent experience with the national number pooling process will determine whether

substantive modifications and/or additions to this framework are necessary.

' See e.g, Comments of Neustar, Inc. on Thousands-Block Pooling Administrator
Technical Requirements, pp.2-10; Comments of Cox Communications, Inc., pp. 1-13;
Comments of Telecordia Technologies Inc. on the Thousands-Block Pooling
Administrator Technical Requirements, pp. 1-5.

? Several states, notably Missouri Wisconsin and Ohio, have not implemented number

pooling trials in anticipation of a national number pooling deployment.
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In addition, the recommendation of certain state commissions’ that the pooling
administrator be required to comply with their mandates, including those relating to state
pooling trials, undercuts the effective implementation of a national pooling scheme. This
Commission has correctly determined that a uniform approach to number pooling is
warranted to minimize expense and confusion. For a pooling administrator to have to
follow tens of differing state precepts while also administering the national pooling
process would undermine its efficiency and adversely impact the likelihood of success
related to the national scheme.

For these reasons, SBC strongly encourages the Commission to modify the
NANC technical standards only to the extent that such modifications support the quick

and efficient implementation of national number pooling.

Respectfully Submitted,

SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Hope Thurrott
Roger K. Toppins
Paul Mancini

1401 I Street NW 11% Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005
202-326-8891

Its Attorneys

October 2, 2000

3 Comments of the Florida Public Service Commission, p. 1; Comments of the Public
Utility Commission of Texas, p. 1; Comments of the Maine, New Hampshire and
California Public Utilities Commissions, pp. 3-4.
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